

BOD 11/03/10


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

November 3, 2010
Present: Board Members: D. Bielenin, H. Blatt, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, M. Kaplow, N. Hart, J. Linnehan, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, D. Santilli, J. Scarpaci, S. Smoller, 
Staff/Guests: M. Singleton, T. Goodman, B. Treanor, T. Reynolds, T Geis.

A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Ted Ritchie at 7:05 pm.
Introductions


Ted Ritchie introduced Mike Kaplow (our new treasurer), Tom Geis (new development coach), and Tucker Reynolds (our new director of Communications and Marketing).
Acceptance of board minutes for September
Steve Smoller pointed out that two paragraphs were inadvertently omitted from the minutes and added them.  Nancy Hart moved, seconded by David Dalrymple that we approve the minutes for September as amended by Steve Smoller.  Motion passed unanimously.
Executive Director Report
Submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  Mike added that he is meeting with the planning board next week and afterwards with the conservation committee the following week. We need to put a cap on the costs of water testing. The proposed rotary is now called a roundabout.
Technical Director Report
Submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  Tom added that the symposium is now full.
Board Program Manager Reports
State Cup

Terri Filippetti reported the 13s and 14s have played through the 2nd challenge round, leaving round 3 and the round robin for the spring. The deadline for U-15—U-19 applications is December 15th.

National Championship series region 1 tournament will be June 30-July 5 in Lancaster, PA. Terri is working on hotel assignments for teams, no dorms will be used for players. Games will be played in three locations: Hempfield HS Soccer Complex, The Turf Farm, and Classics Park. Parade of States will be at Hershey Stadium.
Presidents Cup 
Terri asked the board’s support to include our 13s. Previously, Mass Youth included our 14s thru 17s in the tournament. Starting spring 2011, we will be sending U-13 thru U-17 to regionals.

Regionals in 2011 will be in Albany, NY on Memorial Day weekend. The Nationals will be in Des Moines, IA July 7-10.

Regionals include U-13 thru U-17; nationals include U-14 thru U-17.

Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the committee is revisiting the player priority list.
Recreation report

Submitted via email and appended to these minutes. 
Nancy Hart added that there were no new T shirts ordered for the Columbus Weekend tournament, she sold last year’s shirts @ $5.00 per, since we had quite a few left over last year. Ted added that we really have to penetrate to the recreational level to get more teams to this tournament.
Instructional report

Included in technical director report

TOPS report

Submitted via email and appended to these minutes
ODP report
Jared had nothing new to report.
SYRA

Brian Treanor reported that the names of the male and female young referees of the year have been submitted to region 1. The committee is entering recertification season.
Financials
Ted Ritchie stated he will take care of the plaque for Carl Goldstein. Carl is still helping assemble the budget numbers which will then go to the executive committee.
President’s remarks
Ted attended a meeting at Gillette Stadium regarding World Cup 2022 bid. One of the issues was respective venues showing interest in the World Cup coming to their city. They are asking us to encourage support for Boston as a host city. Ted reviewed the positions up for election at the March 2011 AGM. The nominating committee will consist of the following members: Ray Robinson, Dana Santilli, Christine Tenneson, Ben Myers, and Dave Guzzi. The positions up for election are: Executive Vice President, Director-Leagues Committee, Director-Instructional Programs, Director-Recreational Programs, Director-at-large-District 3, Director-at-large-District 5, Director-at-large-District 7 (still vacant, and Treasurer (as this position was recently filled by appointment).

Their report is due the end of November.

The Region 1 annual meeting will be in Pittsburgh, PA. Special Olympics tournament will be this weekend and we have donated 1000 water bottles for participants.
Board member reports

There were no other reports from board members

Old Business

· Report of the constitutional review committee
Steve Smoller reported on the progress of the committee. They are going to substantially reduce the content of the constitution, present a new document of rules and policy governing the board of directors, and also present a new document containing much of what is section 300 as a separate document for information purposes. He hopes to have something to present to the board at the December meeting, but if not by then, by the January meeting for the board to review and comment on. The new documents will be presented at the March AGM for formal vote of the general membership.
New Business

· CORI policy
Mike Singleton stated the CORI policy is being re-written for the constitution. Changes will be made and participation of the member organizations will be needed to implement CORI reviews. The towns will certify they checked their adults for clearance.
· Indoor Soccer insurance coverage issue
The board discussed the pros and cons of providing this coverage. Mike will research the costs and legal aspects of providing this coverage.
· Minimum standards for a league or member organization to be recognized
Mike feels we need to establish some minimum requirements for recognitions. The board recommended that Mike draw up a proposal for our next meeting that we can discuss and perhaps vote on.
· Nationals bid
Terri announced that we have been invited to submit a bid to host the nationals again. She is working on the paperwork.
For the good of the game

· nothing brought forward
Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:
1. Executive Director Report—Mike Singleton

Personnel

Maureen LaRoche is now working as our PT office administrator. She will handle tournament hosting forms as well as many office duties and answering general questions to our membership. Tucker Reynolds has been hired as our new Communications and Programs Director. Both people are doing great work and are working extremely well with staff. We are lucky to have them on board. As Tucker becomes more familiar with our website we will phase out PT help for the website.

Budget

Carl has put together an overall budget spreadsheet that I will be using to sit down with each program manager in the coming weeks to finalize this year’s budget.

Citizens Fields at Progin Park

Steve Boucher, his lawyer, and I met to discuss parking needs and they have agreed to begin the process of clearing lands so we will have our needed parking by next year. More conversations, timelines, and specifics need to be hammered out. We are appearing at the Lancaster planning board meeting next week to discuss.

I am presenting at the Lancaster Conservation Committee meeting in two weeks in hopes of reducing the frequency of our water testing. Our testing has shown no contaminants at any time during our existence.

State Office Building/ Property

Still sorting out if Fios will be an option for us. There are differing views from their staff.

Website

We have upgraded to a new webmail service that is much improved and serves our staff needs adequately.

Field Complex Updates

Thanks to the great generosity of MAPLE and Rich Filippetti a heating and cooling system has been installed in the Pavilion office. We are very thankful! Although we were able to procure temporary field lights our timing was too late to draw enough interest to warrant renting them.

Marketing and Sponsorships

We are now partners with Coco Key Water Park Resorts (Fitchburg and Danvers). Our members will get a 25% discount any time they visit either resort. We have agreed in principle to a partnership with Dick’s Sporting Goods that will begin on Jan 1, 2011. Contracts are being made up currently.

Route 70/Old Union Turnpike Project

I met with our engineers and with Mass DOT to discuss the rotary project. The project is going forward for 2012 and plans and surveys are currently being developed.

Coach/Admin/Volunteer/TopSoccer Buddy of the Year

The following people have earned the following awards for this year:

TOPSoccer Buddy – Ed Celli—Wilmington YS

Volunteer – Leslie Scafidi – Stow YS

Admin of the Year – Ed  Ryan – Aztec SC

Girls Rec COY – Charlie Szostkiewicz – South Hadley YS

Boys Rec COY – none

Girls Competitive COY – Chris Hamblin – NEFC

Boys Competitive COY – John “Chris” Martinez – Groton-Dunstable YS

2. Technical Director’s Report   Tom Goodman, M.Ed.

Coaching Education

The technical department has been extremely busy this fall.  We instructed over 37 courses and coordinated specialty clinics in 7 towns.

Coach and Player Development Program

We ran player/coach development programs in 9 towns.  5 of the towns that we ran player/coach development programs in contracted us for 3-5 days each week.   

Tara has secured 12 sites for Skills Academies which begin in January.  This is 1 more site than last year.  Also, we are waiting to hear back from 3 towns for potential sites. 

ODP

For the 97’s and 98’s, pool training began on Monday, September 13th.  Fall training for these age groups will be completed on Saturday, November 20th.  Winter indoor training will begin on January 2nd.

For the older age groups, pool training will begin indoors on January 9th.

Athletic Evolution will do Functional Movement Screening, free of charge, for all ODP pool players on Sunday December 5th…In an effort to assess movement and prevent injuries in our young athletes.   

Events

The Region 1 Meeting was held on October 15-17, 2010 in Pittsburgh, PA.  I chaired the Region 1 DOC meeting.  Important topics for discussion were:

ODP…where does it fit in to the National Player Identification scene?


Coaching Education…consistency and content.

 I am chairing an impact group composed of the EPYSA DOC and ED, MSYSA DOC and the VYSA DOC to put together a professional proposal regarding these issues to be presented to the USSF.

We have secured The Edge Sports Center in Bedford, MA. as the site for our Annual Coaching Symposium (formerly called “the CED Meeting”) to be held on December 4th, 2010.  We completely filled the symposium after only 3 days of open registration.

I have reached out to Andy Weiss, Brian Treanor and Angelo Bratsis to organize a joint educational event for coaches and referees.  Fashioned after similar national events that I ran as the US Youth Soccer National Director of Coaching, the event would bring coaches and referees together to discuss the state of the game in Massachusetts.  As part of the program, rules and rules interpretations would be discussed.  We have tentatively agreed that February 20th would work for such an event.

Projects

I have assigned our full time development staff responsibility for winter projects:

Lynn Gugliuzza – will review all license course materials and revise, reduce and improve the content.  This includes candidate’s manuals and instructor’s guides.

Loy Urbina – will review, redesign and improve all of the website practice plans.

Tommy Geis – will create an “activities” section for the website.  It will be categorized by topic and age group.  Coaches will be able to go on to the website and select an activity or two to utilize in their training sessions. 

David Suvak – will review, redesign, reduce and improve the statewide coach’s curriculum.  

Staff

Fred King resigned effective August 30th, 2010.

Tommy Geis was hired to replace Fred and began work on September 20th, 2010.  Tommy has the USSF ‘A’ License, the USSF National Youth License and has worked as a Club DOC and State Instructor in 2 state associations.  Tommy is also our ODP U15 Girl’s Head Coach.  We are very happy to have Tommy Geis on board.

Glen Buckley resigned effective October 31st, 2010.  

David Suvak has been hired to replace Glen Buckley.  Dave will begin work on December 1st, 2010.  David has the USSF ‘B’ License and has been the Executive Director of soccer for Sachem FC.  David also is our ODP U13 Boy’s Head Coach.  We are very happy to have David on board. 

3. Recreation Report – Nancy Hart

Columbus Day Tournament went well. The weather was great and on Sunday the Kohl’s Inflatable was at the site and the players had a great time from both the 2-day and Kohl’s tournament.

One the 2-day there were the following breakdown of numbers/teams.

U12 Boys-8 teams

U12 Girls-10 teams

U14 Boys-4 Teams

U14 Girls-8 teams

Kohl’s tournament:

U10 Boys-14 teams

U10 Girls-16 teams

U12 Boys-4 teams

U12 Girls-10 teams

U14 Boys-5 teams

U14 Girls-5 teams

We need more support from the towns and the leagues to make the Columbus Day Tournament successful.

Region One Recreational Meeting:

There are plenty of handouts from US Youth Soccer, which are free for towns.

Conn puts together a survival kit for all new coaches at a small fee. This is videos, brochures and booklets.

The Coaching Short Sided Soccer Video will be available soon.

Youth Soccer Month is in September. States are celebrating in different ways.

Some create around colleges to get the support from their players.

States charge all different fees for the Kohl’s Tournament. $100, 125, 175.

They run some competitive and some truly recreational.

We all need to get the word out to the towns on the Kohl’s tournament.

States are requiring coaches to have a license. It is difficult for some states to require as they have difficulty just finding coaches.

Questions came up in hosting a resource center on the US Youth Soccer website. They will look into this. It will be a place to find answers to questions, suggest something that work in other states and just turn to for advice.

4. TOPSoccer Report- Ray Robinson

Middleboro TOPSoccer:

On Saturday August 21st I traveled to Middleboro our newest TOPSoccer program to present the TOPSoccer coaches course to seven coaches. Immediately after the coaches course I gave a TOPSoccer Buddy presentation to 15 Middlesboro TOPSoccer buddy’s. We also provided some TOPSoccer shirts and 20 soccer balls to help get them started.

Region I Meeting:

The region I meeting lived up to my expectations and the only upside to the event was that I got to network with the other TOPSoccer state reps and talk about expanding TOPSoccer in the region. 

On Saturday I attended the region I meeting and the registrars meeting neither meeting provided anything newsworthy or unusual.

On Sunday I attended the TOPSoccer breakout session which was my primary reason for attending the region I meeting and spent some quality time talking with the new region I TOPSoccer chair Auke Wiersma. I suggested to Auke that I would like to see the educational component of our TOPSoccer symposium ramped up so as to provide a little more information beyond the basics about the various types of disabilities our TOPSoccer coaches work with in their programs. 

There were 12 people in attendance at the TOPSoccer meeting and we talk about a range of issues on how best to grow TOPSoccer in the region. 

It should be noted that Massachusetts TOPSoccer has the largest TOPSoccer program in the region and with 93 players Wilmington TOPSoccer leads the state in the number of TOPS players registered.
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