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Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

August 19, 2009

Present: S. Bloom, M. Borislow, T. Filippetti, C. Goldstein, K. Krumpholz, J. Linnehan, C. O’Brien, A. Page, T. Ritchie, S. Smoller, S. Gorman, R. Braney, B. Treanor, D. Santilli.
A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Terri Filippetti 7:00 pm.

Introduction of Dana Santilli, new board member.


Terri introduced Dana Santilli as the new district 2 at large director. The board ratified his appointment to the board unanimously.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

There being no changes or corrections, the June minutes were accepted by acclamation. 

President’s Report

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.
Executive Director Report 

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Director of Coaching report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 

No report. 

Program Manager Reports

State Cup 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported everything is running smoothly and MTOC went well. 

Recreation

Mike Borislow reported districts had about 1700 players. The tournament has been completed and it was a good season. Sid reminded the board about Columbus Weekend tournament. It is coming up; please pass the word along to the various leagues.
Instruction

Report covered in DOC report above.

Outreach

Skip Gorman noted Avon will be starting a program in mid-September.
ODP

No report. 

SYRA

Brian Treanor reported the tournaments are over. There were 132 referees at MTOC and it went well. 13 referees went to Region 1 tournament and all worked into the finals. 2 referees were selected to go to nationals, and those two were selected to work in the finals. The districts program used 140 referees. The referee committee has started some summer courses. The recertification clinics will start I November. The annual awards dinner will take place August 23 at Doubletree Hotel in Westboro. The Presidents Cup had 6 referees go to New Hampshire. One referee was selected for the nationals of the President’s Cup. The issue of the method of payment to referees and audits by the state were discussed.
Financials

Carl Goldstein reported that he is projecting there could be a deficit of as much as $68,000 if the registrations drop off by as much as some are predicting. The field complex costs are way over budget and have to be brought under control.
Field Committee

Carl Goldstein reported the shelters are being completed, the floors are about to be put in. The issue of what to do about the mud around the shelters must be resolved.
US Youth Nationals

Terri Filippetti reported the event went well. In particular, Terri thanked Andy Page for handling the ball kids, Howie Blatt for handling the ambassadors, Rich Filippetti for handling the statisticians and field marshals, and Katelyn Filippetti and Bridgett Gorman for handling hospitality.
Veterans Cup

Skip reported the event was a success. There was one 65+team from Japan in attendance. All of the teams had a good time.
Presidents Cup


It will now include U13 teams in addition to U-14 to U-17s. We have to decide if we want to enter a U-13 team.
Board Members reports

Kevin Krumpholz reported the Agawam tournament has been cancelled for this year for lack of teams.
Ted Ritchie reported the Newton Girls’ tournament was cancelled for this year due to a lack of fields due to construction issues in Newton.

Carol O’Brien reported Taunton’s board was dissolved and the organization is trying to re-establish itself. The Dennis-Yarmouth organization is considering closing their fall program.

Executive Director Search Committee
Ted Ritchie reported on status of the search. The preliminary round was completed and 150 applicants were narrowed down to approximately 15 interviews, which then resulted in narrowing to four finalists. The committee is in the process of interviewing these four for a second time in more depth. The timeline calls for a decision in early September if possible.
Budget
Carl Goldstein reported the executive committee is carefully reviewing the budget and the financial reporting. Carl suggests we delay the budget till we have a new executive director in place, so we will start the fiscal year without a budget in place.  The executive committee is analyzing the budget in three ways: fixed costs, variable costs, and discretionary costs.
Old Business

· U-8 travel policy review
John Linnehan raised the issue of U-8 player’s eligibility to travel. He asked to have the rule take effect in September 2010 instead of 2009. Discussion followed on the policy and when to implement and if it required review or change.

The board discussed at length the decision of earlier this spring to restrict U-8 teams from participating in travel soccer programs. There has been significant feedback from our member organizations that the guidelines for implementing this policy are unclear and confusing.

The board has determined that, while it philosophically continues to strongly support the prohibition on U-8 travel soccer, it recognizes that the guidelines for and communication of, the decision were unclear and confusing. Consequently, the following motion was made and passed by the board.

Ted Ritchie moved, seconded by Mike Borislow, with a friendly amendment by Carl Goldstein, that despite the board’s continued strong philosophical support of restricting U-8 participation in travel soccer programs, the board, realizing that the implementation guidelines of the May decision have been confusing and have resulted in hardship for leagues, towns, clubs, and players in Massachusetts, therefore postpones the implementation of this policy until September 2010. The motion was approved unanimously.
New Business

· Reinstatement of Carlos Gutterez.
Skip Gorman reported Carlos was suspended for two years as a result of a U-14 player assault hearing. He has served the two years and is requesting reinstatement. John Linnehan moved, seconded by Mike Borislow that Carlos Gutterez be reinstated. Motion carried unanimously.
· Joe Cummings
Mike Borislow suggested we send a letter of congratulations to Joe Cummings on his becoming executive director of NSCAA. Skip Gorman will send the letter.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. President’s Report – Terri Filippetti
Mass Youth Soccer concluded its’ busiest soccer season ever when it hosted the US Youth Soccer National Championships at our Citizens Bank Fields at Progin Park in Lancaster from July 22 – 26 and the event was a huge success.  Boys and girls teams from across the United States competed in the U14-U19 age groups.  The soccer was fantastic and all were shown a warm and friendly Massachusetts welcome.

Prior to the US Youth Soccer National Championships, the US Veterans’ Cup was held July 7-12 at the Citizens Bank Fields.  Men and women adult teams from across the United States competed in eight different age groups from Over 30 up to Over 65.  This was also a huge success and Mass Youth soccer will also be hosting the Veteran’s Cup in 2010.

Leading up to the above two competitions was the State Cup, MTOC, and the Presidents Cup tournaments.  The State Cup tournament was run on three consecutive weekends at the Citizens Bank Fields starting with the Round Robin portion on May 30 and 31, and ending on June 14.  Fourteen state champions went to the Region 1 Championships in Barboursville, West Virginia from July 2-7.  The G14 Scorpions SC won their age group and came home to compete in the US Youth Soccer National Championships.

The MTOC tournament which is for our town-based programs was played at the Citizens Bank Fields on June 26-28.  Teams from across the state represented their respective leagues well.  John Linnehan and the rest of the league presidents once again did a fine job conducting the tournament.

The US Youth Soccer Presidents Cup tournament was in its inaugural season and Massachusetts teams did remarkably well. Games were played throughout the Spring season and three Massachusetts teams advanced to the National tournament in North Carolina from July 16-19.  Two teams, the B16 Crusaders United and the G17 Sachems FC, won the National Championship for their respective age groups.

A special thank you to all of the volunteers who helped make these events possible.

2. Executive Director’s Report  Skip Gorman

Town

I did meet with the Town of Lancaster, Spec Pond Assoc, Town’s Engineer, Spec Pond’s water specialist, engineer and Norm Wagner. We met on Thursday June 30 about the water run off

They want us to rework the drain area that goes under route 70.  Then put some sort of a planting along the Wagner, Mass Youth Soccer property line.

Most of the people believe that Wagner has much more water run off then what the plans original call for. Wagner must go back to the original engineer and see what they had planned for. They must also come back with the history of how they have maintained the drain system the have. They have to prove that they are actually maintaining it.

Sponsorship

We are working with the Kraft Group on the requirements to fulfill our part of the sponsorship deal with them 

We are currently working to extend the Spaulding Rehab deal to a five year deal. We are working on the renewal of the Puma deal.

Fields and Tournaments 

Since the last report, we have held here, the State Cup semis and finals, MTOC, Veterans Cup, USYSA National Cup and the District Tournament. Sprinkled in was a host of small events like District games, ODP camp, and ODP Region 1 boys call back camp.

We have had a very busy spring season. I would like to thank all of the program Directors and their volunteers for a great job. When you see any of the field staff please thank them for their hard work in all of this. I have received many thank you and compliments about our staff  

In the beginning of July, we hosted the National Adult Tournament. People we amazed at the facility that we have built. Then, at the end of the month, the USYSA National Cup came to town. These are people who, for the most part, travel to all types of venues. The compliments were over the top. To have a state association OWN AND OPERATE its own complex just blew people away. Then how well the event was run was even better.

3. State Cup report – Terri Filippetti
July 10, 2009

Re: US Youth Soccer National Championship Series - Massachusetts State Cups 2009 

The 2009 edition of the Massachusetts State Cups Championships were concluded at the Citizens Bank fields on Sunday, June 14th.   

Weather:

The spring rains caused a few problems but all went well with the use of the Citizens Bank fields.  Thanks to the efforts of Rich with both the scheduling of the games and the referees all games were completed on time.  

Numbers:

This year, we had a total of 282 teams compete in State Cup as compared to the 279 teams in 2008.

A total of 376 Cup games were played from Sept. 16th, 2008 to June 14th, 2009.

Format:

Again this year, the 13’s & 14’s played through their second Challenge round in the fall. 

Seedings were done in early September (for the 13’s & 14’s) and mid January (for the 15’s & above) based on prior year’s results and by a blind draw.   As it turned out, approximately 80% of the top 4 seeds made it into the semi-finals.

Six of the 2008 Champions won again in 2009 (G14, G15, G16, G17, B14, B19).  

Due to high school graduations, the scheduling of all U18 and U19 Round Robin matches was a challenge.  The first match of the U18 Round Robin was self-scheduled and matches two and three were played over the first two weekends at the Citizens Bank fields.  Rain late on Saturday, May 30th, caused several delays.

Administration:

The online registration process continued to work well.  Kate Murphy continued to be responsible for all Cup rosters as well as collecting league rosters and the Team Statement of Compliance.  Kate did an outstanding job.   Once again, Tara Pierce coordinated all paperwork for the Round Robin and handled registration at Progin Park.  The process was flawless.  Tara’s ability to handle the overall registration allowed me to deal with all other issues. 

Working with both Kate and Tara, and having their help, made a huge contribution to the success of this year’s State Cup.

The scoring system on the Mass Youth website was used and the game results were posted immediately after each game. This enabled us to keep everyone informed of the results and schedules as it happened and everyone seemed to appreciate this.  

Rules:

The rules presented no real problems.  

Referees:

Rich Filippetti was responsible for all of the State Cup assignments this year – from the Challenge round through to the finals.  He assigned approximately 200 Challenge Round & U18 “off-site” Round Robin games.  This continues to be a huge administrative task that Rich handled in an outstanding manner.  The challenge system would be extremely difficult to administer without the dedication and attention to detail that Rich provides.  

The quality of the referees continues to be a real strength of the program.  The cash payment procedure continued to be well received by all and a summary of all required paper (assignments and referee payment) was submitted to the office on June 21st.

A thank you goes to Brian Treanor for his help with the referees.

Competition:

The competition continued to provide an opportunity for the teams to showcase their talents to the many coaches in attendance.    

Site:

Progin Park was in top condition due to the efforts of Dick Threadgold and his crew.     

Trainers:

Kathy Boyd of the UMass staff handled this and all were outstanding.  We had ample staff on site and they were able to respond quickly and effectively when called upon.  

Concessions:

Sean Patrick Catering, the official concessionaire for Progin Park, provided the food for the general public along with the referees/administration.

Awards presentation:

Jim Gondek and I handled the presentation ceremonies. Medals were again given to the top 4 teams.

Each final match had a MVP who was chosen by the coaches of both teams.  Each MVP was given a State Cup MVP hooded sweat shirt.

The referees chose the Fair Play winners based on the Round Robin competition.  Teams were judged on the cooperation of their players and coaches as well as their overall game conduct.   Winning teams were given a framed certificate.

Staff:

State Cup could not be successful without a group of key people.  I consider myself very lucky to have had the help and support of such a great group:  

Ross Weaver, Dave Westbury, Rich Filippetti, Jim & Marlene Gondek, Rick Filippetti, Katelyn Filippetti, Tara Pierce, Kate Murphy, Kathy Boyd, Kristen Gondek, Diane Richards, Numar Lopez, Steve Robinson, Billy Walker, and several others were instrumental in making the tournament a success. 

My sincerest thanks to all of them.

	
	CHAMPION
	FINALIST
	SCORE
	MVP
	FAIR PLAY

	
	
	
	
	
	

	G13
	FC Stars of Mass
	*Western United FC
	2-0
	*Ashley Horrigan
	Inter SC Boston

	G14
	Scorpions SC
	FC Stars of Mass
	2-1
	Mckenzie Meehan
	Sachems FC

	G15
	FC Stars of Mass
	Scorpions SC
	1-0
	Kayla Shea
	Crusaders United SC

	G16
	Scorpions SC
	FC Stars of Mass
	5-3  OT
	Jessie Clinton
	FC Stars of Mass

	G17
	FC Stars of Mass
	*Crusaders United SC
	2-1
	*Carley Martyniak
	FC Puma

	G18
	South Shore Select
	FC Stars of Mass
	1-0  PK
	Lindsay Leddy
	

	G19
	South Shore Select
	Charles River United
	4-0
	Nicole Stenquist
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	B13
	North Shore United
	Benfica
	3-0
	Christian Hernandez
	MPS Bulldogs

	B14
	FC Greater Boston  
	MPS Bulldogs
	1-0
	Nigel Robinson
	FC United

	B15
	NE Aztec
	Western United FC
	1-0  PK
	Ken Fryer
	FC Blazers

	B16
	FC Puma
	SF Vikings
	2-1  PK
	Eric Schoellkopf
	Noreaster

	B17
	FC Blazers
	Western United FC
	2-0
	Christopher Perkins
	Inter SC Boston

	B18
	FC Stars of Mass
	FC Blazers
	1-0  PK
	Elias Kuh
	

	B19
	Juventus
	FC Blazers
	1-0
	Andrew Powell
	


Results from Regionals:

Congratulations to our Region 1 Champion: Scorpions SC G14.  The G14 Scorpions, coached by Fred Marks, won their age group and will represent Region 1 at the National Championships in Lancaster.  The G14 Scorpions team beat Virginia 5-0 in their semi-final and beat the Premier League champion (New Jersey) 1-0 in their final.  

The G15 Stars of Mass, coached by Jason Dewhurst, beat Eastern New York 1-0 in their semi-final at South Point, Ohio but lost in the final to Virginia 2-0.

Massachusetts teams won seven matches against five losses and two ties on Friday.  On Saturday, the record was eight wins with five losses and one tie.  On Sunday, the record was four wins and two losses.  

Overall in the Round Robin, Massachusetts teams won twenty-three matches, lost fourteen and tied three during the tournament giving them a 57.5% winning percentage.  The boys went 8-7-2 and the girls went 12-4-1.  

Although the first day of the tournament had good weather, rain and unplayable fields caused problems for the duration of the tournament.  Games that had no bearing on the standings were canceled and many games were moved to other locations in West Virginia and Ohio.

For any tournament to be successful you need good referees and Massachusetts sent thirteen talented referees who distinguished themselves.  Our delegation was headed by Travis Coleman who did an outstanding job providing guidance and communication to our referees.  Most referees worked either a semi-final or final.  Steve Dileo and Jan Halaska were selected to officiate at the National Championships in Lancaster.  

The Massachusetts soccer community should be proud of all teams and referees for representing our state with their hard work.  Well Done!

4. DOC  and instructional report  Mike Singleton and Howie Blatt [image: image1.emf]
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