

BOD 6/20/07


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

June 20, 2007
Present: S. Bloom, H. Blatt, D. Dalrymple, C. Goldstein, S. Gorman, N. Hart, J. Linnehan, D. Martinez, A. Page, J. Scarpaci, W. Shaughnessy, S. Smoller, S. Snow, J. Burrill, N. Dessingue,  B. Treanor.
A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Sid Bloom at 7:00 pm.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

Nancy Hart moved, seconded by Skip Gorman, to accept the May meeting minutes. 
Accepted unanimously.

Executive Director’s Report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

John Burrill added that the complex is almost completed, just a few items on punch list. Registration is tracking above projections.
DOC Report 


No report

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 
Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.
Nikki Dessingue added the two scholarship recipients are Nasara Carlson of Kingston and Jason Cody of Northboro.

Program Manager Reports

State Cup

John Burrill reported State Cup began last weekend. Parking was an issue. Stars of Massachusetts and Bolts are sending 3 teams on to regionals.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the committee is ready for MTOC this Friday at 9 am.
Recreation 

Nancy Hart reported that Districts programs is finalizing numbers, looks like 93 teams with a potential of up to 1842 players if all rosters are full.
Instruction

Howie Blatt reported our development coaches have been running tryouts for various town programs. Tom Goodwin will head up the goals program and it is underway. Tom and Mike Singleton ran a CEV license program at the Gold Cup for A license holders. The staff if trying to put sessions on the web site for coaches for various age groups and skills. The goals program in Boston is running in 5 areas.
Outreach

Steve Snow distributed a report at the meeting. There are four new TOPS programs starting this spring in Blackstone-Millville, Bridgewater, Randolph, and Shirley. This is to go with 20 programs already in existence. The TOPS program is growing nicely.
ODP


Jared Scarpaci reported the season is coming to an end in July with the ID camps.

SYRA
Brian Treanor reported the ODP tournament was a good experience, Massachusetts refs worked extra games and received high assignments on Sunday with one referee advancing to the finals. Four referees are going to ODP camp. Brian expects 140 referees to be working at MTOC.
Treasurer

Carl Goldstein reported we are in excellent shape.
Field Committee report

Carl Goldstein reported that the cost of field maintenance is lower than anticipated. 
Grand Opening plans

Nikki reported the Worcester Sharks will be at the opening and Citizens Bank is paying for radio ads for the opening. They are also paying for a radio station to do a live remote at the opening and they will donate prizes. The Revolution will send players and their mascot if schedule permits.
Board member reports

No other reports given.
Old Business

· District Select – moving towns from Dist 1 into Dist 2
There was a proposal presented to the board which suggested moving some towns from one district into another for alternative balance. This proposal came from the Coastal league and was submitted by William Shaughnessy on their behalf.  This proposal has been re3viewed before and the districts administrator had recommended we keep the alignment as is for various reasons. William Shaughnessy moved, seconded by John Linnehan, to accept his proposal. Motion was defeated 1 yes, 6 no 5 abstaining.
· Uniforms

The board went into executive session to discuss financial packages of proposals for uniform suppliers. Upon leaving executive session, Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, that we accept the proposal from Kelme. Motion passed unanimously.

New Business

· Traffic Signal Design work

John Burrill explained we need to proceed with design work for traffic signals. The executive board recommended Vanasse to do the work.

· Field signage

John Burrill reported we are proceeding slowly re-interpreting the language for permitting. We are working with the building commissioner on the signage issue.

· Fundlink

John Burrill reported this is an online sales program which is made available through state associations to the local clubs. 90% of the proceeds of the rebate program will go to the participating clubs with 10% remaining with state association.

· Additional building on quarry side of complex

The Bovenzi donation of $1/4 million in kind services has come up again. Since we have no existing shelter for people at the quarry fields, perhaps just one open pavilion structure would suffice if covered by this donation.

· Marketing support

We are valuing our assets and are hiring a consultant to accomplish this. They will also help us advertise. We are paying $8,000 for the analysis and the advertising will be paid for on a percentage basis.
· Coach, volunteer, parent of the year

Skip Gorman announced the  Girls Coach of the Year is Peter Lopez of Richmond, Boys Coach of the Year is Mike Elster of Sutton, Parent of the Year is Jane Ducart of Lynnfield, and the Volunteer of the Year is Kerry Silvia of Somerset.

Meeting adjourned at 9:21 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director Report  John Burrill

Field Project

We are down to punch list items on the field project.  The natural grass fields are coming in nicely and are clearly on course to be ready for play next spring.  We have clean up, touch up, some areas to reseed (not playing surface), some signage to put up and that is about it.

We still have to have the gas company move some markers they have and arrangements are being made to do that.

We have had tress planted along RT 70 and at the entrance.  We had six planted at the entrance and the 1st night they were in the ground, someone stole 2 of them.  Police has no suspects.  Harper is supposed to being planting trees in the parking lot next week.

All protective netting is installed and up as is a flag pole

 The irrigation system has had minor issues (broken heads, etc) as we work out the bugs, but all in all is working just fine.

Golf Course Management, the company maintaining the fields, is here at least 2 days a week and appears to be doing a good job

Harper

Final documents have been signed and filed.

Registration

Our numbers continue strong as we will exceed budget by a few hundred players and coaches.

US Soccer Foundation

All the gear from both Kwik Goal and Eurosport has been received.

2. Marketing and Communications Manager Report  Nicole M. Dessingue

FreeKick – next issue due out at the end of June, contact me with anything to add.

Communications

· Mass Youth Soccer solidified an ad trade partnership with The Bay State Parent to promote Summer Camp Registration and the ad appeared in The Bay State Parent, The Landmark and The Chronicle summer supplements

· Grand Opening Committee has met twice and solidified much of the plans for September 30th:

· Meetings with Citizens Bank have yielded interest on their end in purchasing the radio package from Worcester-based radio station WSRS, who will be doing an on-site appearance at the opening as well as a remote broadcast.  Citizens Bank and Mass Youth Soccer have decided to use this opportunity to brand our partnership and the new complex to the local Central Mass communities.  A phone conference is scheduled for 6/18/07 to solidify details with WSRS.

· A media advisory was issued on June 14th by Citizens Bank inviting all local media to photograph at the State Cup this past weekend as an introduction to the complex before their official invite to the Grand Opening.

· Promotional email blasts were released in support of the CONCACAF Gold Cup Coaching Seminar on June 11th and June 12th as well as Fall registrations preparation.

In progress – 

· We have received 4 proposals from local hotels for the new “Host Hotel” opportunity in joint with the opening and increasing foot traffic of the Citizens Bank Fields at Progin Park.  Very promising offers have been received from the Best Western/Royal Plaza, the Four Points by Sheraton and the Embassy Suites (Hilton) in Marlboro.  A second round of RFP will go out soon.

· Scholarship winners for 07 – 08 will be chosen very soon with coverage to follow

3. Outreach report
[image: image1.emf]
JULY REPORTS

1. Executive Director Report  John Burrill

Field Project

RAD has begun to work down the punch list items.  There are still some things the Town Conversation Commission must accomplish before the list can be complete.  I expect it to take about two weeks to complete everything.  That will leave on the successful grow-in of the natural grass fields.

The gas company still needs to move some markers they have.  They have been difficult to pin down on this.

We are on the Board of Appeals agenda for Thursday, July 26 about our signs.

We had the first meeting with representatives of the town, Mass Highway and the regional planning commission regarding traffic lights at two intersections.  The process of getting traffic lights approved appears to be long and drawn out.

The decision to hire the “little” guy in connection with field maintenance has, so far, turned out to be a really winner.  Mike Hightower has taken ownership of the fields and cares for them as though they were his own.  He was here on July 4 checking on the irrigation system.  He maintains the irrigation system for us in addition to maintaining the fields.

District Select

The program is making good use of the field complex.  We have matches scheduled each Sunday as well as some week day ones.  It looks like a portion of some preliminary rounds of the tournament will be played here as well.

Final program team numbers show

District 1
 9 teams   District 2
12 teams  District 3
13 teams

District 4
19 teams  District 5
15 teams  District 6
19 teams

District 7
4 teams

There is growth in the U-12 (8 v 8) and in districts 1 & 7, where we have had spotty representation in prior years.

Adults

We had the over-the-hill league playoffs here on July 1.  All the comments were quite favorable and the adult leadership wants to explore using the complex for more events. 

Kelme

We have drafted a proposed contact and forwarded that to Kelme for their review.  They seem quite easy to work with and want to do everything possible to ensure our needs are met.

Fundlink

We have redrafted the fundlink contact and returned that to them for their review.  Initial discussions have presented a few issues to solve.

2. Marketing and Communications Manager Report  Nicole M. Dessingue

FreeKick – next issue due out at the end of August, contact me with anything to add.

Mass Youth Soccer News – I will be in Foxboro for final editing and layout of the paper on Thursday July 19th 

Communications

· Grand Opening Committee has met 3 times and solidified much of the plans for September 30th:

· Meetings with Citizens Bank have yielded interest on their end in purchasing the radio package from Worcester-based radio station WSRS, who will be doing an on-site appearance at the opening as well as a remote broadcast.  Citizens Bank and Mass Youth Soccer have decided to use this opportunity to brand our partnership and the new complex to the local Central Mass communities.  .

· Update:  Citizens Bank has decided to look into expanding the package to include a Boston-based station again.  We will know more about this soon.

· Papa Gino’s has been sent the contract that will include a donation of 150 pizzas for the Grand Opening and we should know more about the final negotiations by the end of July.

· Promotional email blasts were released in support of the ODP coach search, Summer Camp Registration, and Kicks for Cancer.

In progress – 

· We have received an additional proposal from The Regency in Westford for the Red Sponsor title within our new Hotel Sponsorship program. The front runners for “Host Hotel” are still the Best Western/Royal Plaza and the Four Points by Sheraton.  Embassy Suites (Hilton) in Marlboro does not seem to be able to offer as competitive rates due to their status as Hilton hotel as well as the suite format.  We should be able to make a decision soon.

· An article announcing Scholarship winners and Coach/Volunteer/Parent of the Year for 07 – 08 will appear in the July MYSN

New Partners – 

· Human Kinetics

· We have signed a 6 month trial contract with Human Kinetics and will be receiving a substantial update to our resource library in return for marketing exposure of Human Kinetics as our library sponsor

· People to People

· Contract is coming from corporate within the next week or two.  Cash trade for marketing exposure

· Papa Gino’s/ D’Angelos 

· Contract is in the decision makers hands and will be negotiated toward the end of July.  Kind trade involving catering for Mass Youth Soccer Association events and coupons for traveling staff in return for marketing exposure.

3. Director, National Championship Series  Terri Filippetti

Re: US Youth Soccer National Championship Series - Massachusetts State Cups 2007 

On Father’s Day, Sunday June 17th, the 2007 edition of the Massachusetts State Cups Championships were concluded at the Citizens Bank fields.   

Weather:

The spring rains caused a few problems but all went well with the use of the Citizens Bank fields.  Thanks to the efforts of Rich with both the scheduling of the games and the referees all games were completed on time.  All games at UMass/Amherst were played on schedule for the first time in many years.  The weather for the semis and finals was hot as were the Citizens Bank turf fields.

Numbers:

This year, we had a total of 285 teams compete in State Cup as compared to the 287 teams in 2006.

A total of 379 Cup games were played from Sept. 16th, 2006 to June 17th, 2007.

Format:

Again this year, the 13’s & 14’s played through their second Challenge round in the fall. 

Seedings were done in early September (for the 13’s & 14’s) and early January (for the 15’s & above) based on prior year’s results and by a blind draw.   As it turned out, 82% of the top 4 seeds made it into the semi-finals.

Seven of the 2006 Champions won again in 2007 (G13, G15, G17, G19, B15, B16, and B18).  A further review of past State Cup results show that there were three teams that have won three consecutive State Cup titles:  

B16 FC Greater Boston also won as B14 in 2005 and as B15 in 2006

B18 Western United also won as B16 in 2005 and as B17 in 2006

G18 Scorpions also won as G16 in 2005 and as G17 in 2007

Due to high school graduations, all U18 Round Robin matches were held off site.  The first match of the Round Robin was self-scheduled and matches two and three were played on June 9th and 10th at the Citizens Bank fields.  Although thunderstorms on Saturday, June 9th, caused a two hour delay, all games were finished before night fall.

Administration:

There were a number of firsts this year starting with all State Cup applications being submitted online, and except for a few minor bumps, the new online process was well received by all.  

Kate Murphy set up the form used for the online application and continued to be responsible for all Cup rosters as well as collecting paperwork from our teams for Regionals.  She then made sure that all of the necessary paperwork for each of our Cup Champions was sent to the appropriate Regional contact. Kate did an outstanding job.   Once again, Tara Pierce coordinated all paperwork for the Round Robin and handled registration at UMass on June 2nd and 3rd, as well as, the semi-finals and finals at Progin Park.  The process was flawless.  Tara’s ability to handle the overall registration allowed me to deal with all other issues. 

Working with both Kate and Tara, and having their help, made a huge contribution to the success of this year’s State Cup.

Another first was the implementation of the online Game Notification Form (GNF) that was used for all “self-scheduled” Challenge Round and Round Robin games.  This was Rich’s brainchild and it proved to be a valuable time saving tool and eliminated many of the scheduling problems between the teams.

Also new this year was the use of a new scoring system for the Round Robin, Semi-finals and Finals developed by Synthenet, John Burrill, and Rich.  This scoring system can be used for any Mass Youth tournament.  Rich was able to post the game results immediately after each game - it was easy and worked perfectly. This enabled us to keep everyone informed of the results and schedules as it happened and everyone seemed to appreciate this.  

All information was distributed via the internet.

Rules:

The rules presented no real problems.  

Referees:

Rich Filippetti was responsible for all of the State Cup assignments this year – from the Challenge round through to the finals.  He assigned approximately 200 Challenge Round & U18 “off-site” Round Robin games.  This continues to be a huge administrative task that Rich handled in an outstanding manner.  The challenge system would be extremely difficult to administer without the dedication and attention to detail that Rich provides.  

As mentioned, Rich was responsible for all assignments at UMass (June 2nd and 3rd), as well as all games at the Citizens Bank fields on June 9th, 10th, 16th and 17th  – a total of 379 matches.  

The quality of the referees continues to be a real strength of the program.  The cash payment procedure continued to be well received by all and a summary of all required paper (assignments and referee payment) was submitted to the office on June 21st.

A thank you goes to Brian Treanor and Dave Harris for their help with the referees.

Competition:

The competition continued to provide an opportunity for the teams to showcase their talents to the many coach coaches in attendance.    

Site:

 UMass/Amherst was the site for the first weekend.  We secured 18 fields: 14 on main complex and 4 fields behind the football stadium.  The 2 additional back-up fields, behind the stadium, did not have to be used.  A special thank you goes to the field crew, headed by Ross Weaver.  The field crew worked Friday on field preparation and replacing/repairing the nets.  Crew members were Dave Westbury, Rick Filippetti, Steven Robinson, and Rich Filippetti.     

The Citizens Band fields at Progin Park were used for the U18 Round Robin games on June 9th and 10th, and for the semi-finals and finals on June 16th and 17th.  The comments from players, coaches, and spectators were all positive – they could not say enough good things about the complex.  The limited use of the Citizens Bank fields this year afforded us the opportunity to see what needs to be worked on to make everyone’s experience even better going forward.

Trainers:

Kathy Boyd of the UMass staff handled this and all were outstanding.  We had ample staff on site and they were able to respond quickly and effectively when called upon.  

Concessions:

At UMass, we were required to use UMass concessions.   Oakridge Farms, the official concessionaire for Progin Park, provided the food for the general public along with the referees/administration.

Awards presentation:

Jim Gondek and I handled the presentation ceremonies. Medals were again given to the top 4 teams.

Each final match had a MVP who was chosen by the coaches of both teams.  The MVP was given a $50.00 gift certificate to Dicks Sporting Goods.

The referees chose the Fair Play winners based on the Round Robin competition.  Teams were judged on the cooperation of their players and coaches as well as their overall game conduct.   Winning teams were given a framed certificate.

Staff:

State Cup could not be successful without a group of key people.  I consider myself very lucky to have had the help and support of such a great group:  

Ross Weaver, Dave Westbury, Rich Filippetti, Jim & Marlene Gondek, Rick Filippetti, Katelyn Filippetti, Tara Pierce, Kate Murphy, John Burrill, Kathy Boyd, Kristen Gondek, and several others were instrumental in making the tournament a success. 

My sincerest thanks to all of them.

	 
	CHAMPION
	FINALIST
	MVP
	FAIR PLAY

	
	
	
	
	

	G13
	FC Stars of Mass**
	Scorpions SC
	**Gabby Sloan
	FC Stars of Mass

	G14
	FC Stars of Mass**
	Scorpions SC
	**Stephanie McCaffrey
	Scorpions SC

	G15
	FC Stars of Mass
	Scorpions SC**
	**Micaela Butlin
	WMass Jr Pioneers

	G16
	South Shore Select**
	FC Stars of Mass
	**Kathryn Nathan
	Aztec SC

	G17
	FC Greater Boston**  
	Scorpions SC
	**Jen Leaverton
	Charles River United

	G18
	Scorpions SC**
	Inter Bandits SC
	**Sydney Stoll
	

	G19
	Delta FC**
	Scorpions SC
	**Natalie Crutchfield
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	B13
	Expo's**
	FC Puma
	**Alexander Ferreira
	Western United

	B14
	Boston Blast FC**
	FC Greater Boston  
	**Felix DeBona
	North ShoreUnited

	B15
	FC Greater Boston**  
	New England Eagles
	**Will Donovan
	WMass Jr. Pioneers

	B16
	FC Greater Boston**  
	FC Stars of Mass
	**Giuseppe Guerriero
	Western United

	B17
	Juventus USA** 
	FC Greater Boston  
	**Maarten Van Ess
	Juventus USA

	B18
	Western United FC**
	MPS-Boston Bulldogs
	**Michael Adams
	

	B19
	New England Eagles**
	Juventus USA  
	**Pumelele Maqubela
	


Results from Regionals:

Congratulations to our Region 1 Champion: Stars of Mass G14.  The G14 Stars will be representing Region 1 at the National Championships in Frisco, Texas July 23 – 28.  Massachusetts also had three other teams (G13, B16, and B18) in the finals and one other team in the semi-finals (B14).  Massachusetts had fifteen teams competing having an extra team in the B18 (Premier League representative).

The Stars of Mass G14 team, coached by Jason Dewhurst, went undefeated in the tournament.  Their first game was their toughest against a New Jersey team that they had beaten in the Premier League final a few weeks previously.  The Stars jumped out to a 4-1 lead but had to hold on to win 4-3.  The Stars then beat New Hampshire and West Virginia putting them into the semi-finals against Connecticut who they beat 2-0.  The final against Eastern Penn was decided early on as the Stars scored two goals quickly and won 5-0. 

The G13 Stars of Mass, coached by David Baker, lost to Eastern Penn 2-0 in the title game.  The team won three games and tied one during the tournament.

The FC Greater Boston B16 team, coached by Francis Okaroh, lost a heart-breaker to Eastern Penn (FC Delco) 2-1 as the title game was decided on penalty kicks.  They finished with 4 wins and the one loss.

The Western United B18 team, coached by Joe Calabrese, lost a heart break final 2-1 to Eastern New York.  Western United had two early goals disallowed on offsides calls.  The team won their other four games including their semi-final game against Maryland that went to penalty kicks.

The Boston Blast B14 team, coached by Luis Cabral, lost their semi-final game 3-0 to a Maryland team that went on to the win the B14 final.  The Blast won their three previous games.

Massachusetts teams won eleven matches against three losses and one tie on Friday.  On Saturday, the record was nine wins with six losses.  On Sunday, the record was nine wins, four losses and two ties.  The competition was very tight throughout as evidenced by two Mass teams who were undefeated but did not make it to the semi-finals due to the second tie-breaker, goals differential.  The B19 NE Eagles team, coached by Michael Rugnetta, tied Virginia with a 2-0-1 record – Virginia took first based on GD and made it to the final before losing to Maryland 1-0.  The G16 South Shore Select, coached by Rolando Lopes, tied Penn West with a 2-0-1 record but lost out on GD also – Penn West lost their semi-final.

Overall, Massachusetts teams won thirty-two matches, lost sixteen and tied three during the tournament giving them a 62.7% winning percentage (2006 was 54.2%) which was fifth in the region.  The boys went 17-8-1 (LY was 15-9-5) and the girls went 15-8-2 (LY was 17-10-3).  

The weather was perfect for all of the games – the high temperatures and humidity of Virginia Beach the past two years was not missed.  The only negative was the distance between the three locations and the host hotel.  Personally, I traveled over 800 miles during the week.

For any tournament to be successful you need good referees and Massachusetts sent fourteen talented referees who distinguished themselves.  Our delegation was headed by Erich Simmons who did an outstanding job providing guidance and communication to our referees.  Thirteen referees received assignments for the semi-finals (the other was injured) and five referees worked the finals.  Steve Dileo was selected to officiate at the National Championships in Frisco, Texas.  As a side note, there was one other Massachusetts referee at Regionals – he was selected by New Hampshire and he worked both a semi-final and final.

The Massachusetts soccer community should be proud of all teams and referees for representing our state with their hard work.  Well Done! 
