

BOD 9/20/06


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

September 20, 2006

Present: S. Bloom, H. Blatt, M.Borislow, T. Filippetti, S. Gorman, J. Linnehan, D. Martinez, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson. W. Shaughnessy, S. Smoller, S. Snow, E. Wiederhold, K. Krumpholz, J. Burrill, M. Singleton, A. Weiss.

A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Sid Bloom at 7:00 pm.

Appointment of Kevin Krumpholz to the board

Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Ray Robinson to appoint Kevin Krumpholz to the board to fill the unexpired term of Tim Murphy. Motion passed unanimously.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes


Terri Filippetti moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, to accept the July meeting minutes. 
Accepted unanimously.

Executive Director’s Report –

Submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  John Burrill added a progress report on field construction. USDA has approved financing for the three additional synthetic turf fields. He expects to close on the loan first week in October.
DOC Report – submitted via email and appended to these minutes. 

Mike Singleton added the numbers were up from last year for ODP tryouts. The training schedule, times and places are posted on the website.
Director of Marketing Report – submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Program Manager Reports

State Cup

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the committee did not meet during the summer. Next meeting is scheduled for October.

Recreation 

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes. Sid Bloom added that we have 22 applications for the recreation tournament. A second site at Merrimac College in Andover may be available with 5 fields. Sid raised the issue that we have never established a policy on what to do with the tournament in case of inclement weather.
Instruction


Report contained in DOC report appended to minutes.

Outreach

Steve Snow reported the two new programs in Marshfield and Hamilton are underway. Steve distributed a list of active TOPS programs. Stoughton and New Bedford are the next areas of interest for new programs.
Treasurer

John Burrill distributed the balance sheet and budget reports and went over the reports in Carl Goldstein’s absence.
ODP

This was covered in the DOC report.

SYRA

No report.

Budget presentation
John Burrill presented the budget for next year. While there is a surplus of $3000 projected, the issue of uniform supplier may cut into this. We currently have no contract in place with Adidas and may have to purchase uniforms for our ODP and Districts teams outside of an allotment. Negotiations continue and we are pursuing alternative suppliers.

Skip Gorman moved, seconded by John Linnehan to approve the budget as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.
Funding for City Kicks and New England Scores
John Burrill reviewed the request for funding from these two inner city based programs. They requested a total of $22,500. Discussion involved our current and projected financial situation in light of expense of field construction.  John recommended we give them $10,000.  Skip Gorman moved, seconded by Steve Smoller that we give them $10,000 to be split evenly between the two programs. The grant is to be a matching challenge grant to encourage the programs to solicit matching funds.  Motion passed unanimously.

Use of fields at complex for U-12 games

Sid Bloom introduced for discussion and consideration the question of whether we should allow 11v11 full field games at the complex for U-12 teams in light of the fact we are strongly encouraging this age group to play 8v8 on smaller sized fields. Discussion followed on the reasons for promoting small sided soccer and why we have not mandated it in the state but instead choose to encourage it. Restricting use of fields to small sided for this age group might serve as further encouragement.  No proposals were offered yet and further consideration of the issue was encouraged.

Referees

Andy Weiss, SRA was in attendance and reported on status of referees and the referee committee. Registration is an issue as to whether referees continue to register through the state committee or do so directly with the federation online. Discussion on referee courses also took place.

Old Business


There was no old business.

New Business

· Sid Bloom stated that board members should visit events, league meetings, clubs, etc to make a presence as well as receive feedback from the membership.  John Burrill said he would prepare a sheet with talking points that can be used, particularly at meetings.
· John Burrill reported we have received $4,000 so far for the fields in memory of Paul Irwin, recently departed board member and president of MAPLE. He added that a memorial service for Paul is planned for the Saturday of Thanksgiving weekend.

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director Report   John Burrill

Field Project

Work is now really moving along on the fields.  By the time the board meets we should have 9 of the 11 fields planted.  The predominate seed is bluegrass with takes 4-5 weeks to germinate.  Most of the non fields areas have been hydro seeded and that is starting to come in

The building is taking shape with all the electrical roughed in, the insulation is in, most all the rough plumbing and wall board will start to go up.  We will cut one additional service window in the concession area

Once the natural grass fields are complete, work will focus on the synthetic fields with concrete curbing necessary to hold the turf and final grading.

Some work is being done on the big parking lot but most of the work necessary to finish it off will wait until the fields are done

The picnic pods have been laid out and work is beginning on the nature trail.

There is concern over the fencing on the backside of the quarry fields.  The fence is 6’ high and the drop over the fence is 25’ in some places.  We are investigating our options to keep kids from climbing the fence.

The drinking water tie in to the Wagner well is almost complete.

Skip has someone looking into field number signage.  While we were in Des Moines, the complex there had attractive and highly visible field signage.  

We had (have) an issue with the neighbors across RT 70 who live along the pond.  The have accused us of increasing the levels of phosphorus in the pond.  We in turn have had the water running off our property which eventually ends up in the pond tested and our results differ quite significantly  from what the ‘pond people’ report.   All the town officials seem to agree with us at this point.

 Fund Raising 

Still trying to follow up with Tom Manchester of Dunkin Donuts – he has again gone underground.  The very strong rumor is the local franchise operator has an option on the front piece of land just to our south.  However as of this date there has been nothing filed with the town

 An information packet has been submitted to Stop & Shop, New York Life Insurance and to Pepsi-Cola of Worcester.  I have followed up the Pepsi and there does not appear to be any interest with them.   I did have a conversations with a representative of New Youth Life and they are still evaluating whether or not they would like to get involved.

Harper

We are still in the process of getting an agreement to settle this matter.  The original plan for parking will not work as the new area will only hold about 750 autos and we need much closer to 1,200.  However Harper thinks he can park more cars on the 25 acre parcel we are transferring to him than our original estimate of 300 or so.

Equipment

Six sets of 8 v 8 goals have been assembled and are here.  An arrangement has been made where by local clubs can purchase goals at a discount from WeGotSoccer.

Recreation Tournament

Applications are coming in.  We must have about 15 so far.

Financing

Our loan request for additional funds for the synthetic turf fields was approved.  We will proceed to close on that loan as quickly as possible.

2. DIRECTOR OF COACHING/ INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM REPORT 9-06

Mike Singleton, Director of Coaching   Howie Blatt, Director of Instructional Programs

August once again proved to be an extremely busy time for our staff. Our overnight camp attracted 215 players.  Howie visited the camp and had the opportunity to chat with parents of the campers.  Their feedback was very positive.  Howie spoke with several parent-coaches who used the camp as an opportunity to learn from watching our staff work with the kids.  The experience actually led some of these parent-coaches to register for our Mass Youth coaching courses. We also ran camps in Walpole, Plimpton, and Dartmouth. Also in August we ran 17 G courses, 6 F Courses, 2 E Courses, 1 D Course, and 13 Specialty Clinics. Of course ODP tryouts were run in this month as well.

September is also proving to be just as busy. We expect to run 23 G courses, 6 F Courses, 1 E Courses, and 9 Specialty Clinics this month. In addition we are running coach/player development sessions weekly or nightly in Wakefield, Dartmouth, Burlington, Lexington, Dracut, Salem, Winchester, Whitman, Mansfield, Auburn, and Saugus and soon in Andover.

The staff is finishing up changes to our new E manual and instructor’s guide and talks have begun surrounding a new D Course, manual, and instructor’s guide.

We will once again be running a course for Project Coach in Springfield and have been asked to help Special Olympics as well.

The GOALS program has finished for the year. This year we ran the equivalent of 60 weeks of free camp for players throughout Massachusetts. We allowed thousands of children to play soccer who would not have had the chance otherwise.

Our online G film crew found 2 missing DVD’s of footage from our video shoot. We are hoping this will prevent us from having to shoot more video. Mike is currently trying to budget time to look through this video during this busy time period.

Tara is working on booking sites for our Skills Academy which we have begun to publicize for this winter.

Both of us, and the entire instructional staff, all wish to pass along our sympathies to the Irwin family during this time of loss.

3. Marketing Director Report    Maria Doherty

Media-

Fielded calls-

AP- regarding Zidane’s head butt in world cup final and how to answer youth players’ questions about it.

Clinton Item- development of the fields 

Created media kit, included on website.

Sent advertising info and media kit to various vendors 

Website-

Daily maintenance, updating pages, headlines, and forms as needed

Redesigned coaches’ page to be narrative with imbedded links

Cleaned up marketing pages, edited outdated information

Created skills academy pages

Accepted first affiliate marketing partnership, fast fold goals, applied to administrators and coaches pages, included in August FreeKick

Outreach-

Worked with Jessica at North Central Chamber of Commerce to get approval for attractions signs through Mass Highway.

Sent email request to Duc Quach with Mass Highway re: attractions signs

Visited GOALS sites in Fitchburg, Leominster, Somerville, Dorchester

Baystater- acted as liaison within office for articles, wrote GOALS article, organized photographs, went to Foxborough to edit/publish on 7/25, 7/26

Camps-

Worked with Darren, Sid, and screen printers to create logo for summer camp program

Assisted Tara with registration on first day of UMass Camp, with departure on last day; took photographs

Researched, did site inspections for hotel/food plans for ODP mini-camp 2007

Visited, took photos at: UMass Dartmouth, Dartmouth, Walpole and Plympton Clinics.

Created pages/photo galleries on website for each.

other efforts-

Researched local hotel room night statistics (re: complex); spoke with travel sales professional about potential sponsorship terms to prepare to meet with local hotels sales managers about sponsorship of the fields.

continued training college intern on website maintenance, blast emails, creating “freekick”

Follow up meeting with Mix 98.5, re: possible campaign and onsite events

Meeting with North Central Mass Chamber of Commerce, re: hotel sponsorships and partnership for promoting field complex

Spoke with various printers to research most cost efficient way to print brochures for fall season packets

4. Recreation Report  Nancy  Hart

The District Program went well. We had 1372 players and we gave 15 scholarships.

The tournament was very competitive and games were closely scored.

There was a slight problem at the tournament with the medals which was resolved at a later date.

I went to the Middlesex fall book meeting for all age groups to promote the recreational tournament.

I also attended an U10 meeting they had at the South Shore League for promoting the tournament. 

I also had Rich send me all the registered towns and sent emails to them and to the past teams at the tournament which was probably about 200.

We currently are very low in enrollment and I welcome any and all ideas.

5. State Cup Report for September 20th, 2006   Terri Filippetti

A total of 112 U13/U14 State Cup 2007 applications were received.  
The seedings were completed on September 3rd and are attached as an excel spreadsheet.  
The bracket/schedules are available on the MassYouth website.  All entry round games have already been scheduled. 
The breakdown is as follows: 
Boys 13
27 teams submitted applications and eleven teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 were seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 12 thru 16 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 17 thru 27.   Challenge round will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.
Entry Round -   Self scheduled and must be played by 9/25

seed  22v27, 23v26, 24v25
Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at Devens.  Matchups will be as follows:
seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 21, 2006 at Devens.  Matchups will be as follows:  
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16
BOYS 14
23 teams submitted applications and eleven teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 were seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 12 thru 16 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 17 thru 23.  Challenge round for this age group will consist of 3 single elimination rounds.

Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at Devens.  
seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 21, 2006 at Devens.   Matches are as follows:
winner  9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16

GIRLS 13
34 teams submitted applications and twelve teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 were seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 13 thru 18 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 19 thru 34.  Challenge round will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.
Entry Round -   Self scheduled and must be played by 9/25

seed  15v34, 16v33, 17v32, 18v31, 19v30, 20v29, 21v28, 22v27, 23v26, 24v25
Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at Devens. .  Matches are as follows:
seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 21, 2006 at Devens.   Matches are as follows:
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16
GIRLS 14
28 teams submitted applications and twelve teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 were seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 13 thru 19 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 20 thru 28. Challenge round will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.
Entry Round -   Self scheduled and must be played by 9/25

seed  21v28, 22v27, 23v26, 24v25 
Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at Devens.   Matches are as follows:
seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 21, 2006 at Devens. 

Matches are as follows:
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16

National Results:  Terri Filippetti
The FC Greater Boston Bolts G16 team, coached by Tracy Kerr and assisted by Paul Kerridge and John Kerr, had their dream season end at the hands of Real Colorado (Region IV). 

The team started off with a 1-0 win over the Internationals from Ohio (Region II) on Wednesday.  The lone goal came from Tara Cort who gathered in a pass near midfield and literally dribbled the ball down the middle of the field pass six defenders and put the ball in the back of the net from 12 yards out ten minutes into the second half.  Emily Nahas played  strong in goal and was supported well by Erin Kaufman, Monica Jensen, Erin Fleury and Michelle Kieltry on defense.  
On Thursday, the team lost 2-0 to a highly skilled Edmond Soccer Club 90 from Oklahoma (Region III).  Emily Nahas continued her fine play in goal but it was a tough day overall for the team after a two hour weather delay.
Other members of the team were Renee Hilbrunner, Dana Brill, Katrina Ellis-Ferrara, Erica Jones, Leda Tornaritis, Lauren Yelinek, Michaela Plaster, Sara Axelrod, Alicia Alex, Cassie Wagner, Katie Rausch, Shannon Van Riper, Jacqueline Greb.  

The FC Greater Boston Bolts GU 16 Team won the 2006 US Youth Soccer National Championship GU 16 Fair Play Award.

Massachusetts was well represented by the Bolts.

