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MYSA BOD Meeting

February 21, 2001

Present: R. Robinson, S. Bloom, T. Castle, N. Hart, J. Burrill, T. Laine, J. Nagle, S. Smoller, J. Gondek, D. Conway, Jackie Shannan, Glen Cristofori, Dennis LaVersa, Andy Weiss, Rich Frongillo, Brett Jacobs.

Meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM.

A quorum was declared present.

Acceptance of January minutes

Sid Bloom moved, seconded by Thom Laine to accept the minutes.  PASSED unanimously.

Development Coaches Report – 9 months

Dean Conway introduced the three development coaches who were present, Mario was out of the country. Dean said they are a great team – four great individuals who complement each other. Jackie Shannon made a prepared presentation indicating the functions of the coaches and suggestions on how to improve the program. Glen Cristofori reported he wants to promote futsal more. He discussed a proposed ODP futsal playoff for New England. In the South, seven states currently have such a tournament.

New SYRA

Andy Weiss announced that he has found someone willing and able to replace him as SYRA, and introduced Rich Frongillo.  Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Sid Bloom that Rich Frongillo be appointed SYRA.  Motion PASSED unanimously.

Executive Director Report

Jim Gondek reported Ella Russell underwent surgery last week and is home recuperating. Kristin Gondek is handling matters concerning instruction and ODP, while Rachel Woo is handling issues relating to the database, KidSafe and serving as receptionist. There was a meeting of the Mass Outreach program on February 1. There were 35 people present representing the Boston communities. Parkway is entering 7 travel teams in BAYS and affiliating 1200 people.  Jim also met with MyTeam and a competitor to discuss future plans for our web page.  Jim is also working on redesigning our page design. The recent issue of the Bay Stater had 64 pages – the first time we published so large an edition, and the distribution of 133,000 marked our largest ever distribution. We had $21,000 in paid advertising.

Shaws has finalized an agreement for sponsoring a statewide recreational tournament. Details will be available at the AGM. We expect to realize $100,000 per year for 5 years.

Program Managers’ Reports

TOPS


Joe Nagle reports he has begun making contacts for the spring season.

ODP


Thom Laine had nothing new to report.

State Cups

John Burrill reported he is looking at making some scheduling accommodations for U-18 regarding graduations.

SYRA

Andy Weiss reported there was a mailing snafu in Chicago with referee registrations. The committee is working to correct the problem. At the recent Adidas coaches’ workshop the session on sideline behavior had a huge attendance. Andy presented the idea proposed during the session that we need to recruit more adult referees, who would be better able to cope with poor sideline conduct.

Dennis LaVersa reported on an assignors' workshop. They stressed the need to assign referees to the appropriate level and not merely supply a name for a game.

Recreation

Nancy Hart reported that another item discussed at the Adidas workshop was preparing cards for the refs to give out listing the dates of upcoming referee courses. Nancy also reported that the MYSA Sportsmanship Committee has had its first meeting and is presently getting organized.

Instruction

Tim Castle reported they are still in the middle of their busy season. The symposium was among the best attended with great presentation. The Brandeis site worked well with 130 people in attendance. The Nichols College Site drew 50 people- not bad for the first time. Tim said the development coaches helped him and Dean and made the event run much more smoothly.

Appeals

Dennis Laversa reported he would be making some changes based on information he received at the workshop. There is an effort to develop mediation teams as an alternative to conducting hearings.

Packard Update & Options

Jim Gondek reported that on February 1, Packard was supposed to begin their monthly non-refundable payments of $30,000 in order to keep the purchase and sales agreement in effect. On January 31, Packard terminated the agreement. Jim has contacted other interested parties looking to develop either an office campus, distribution center, retail group, or a golf course. The realty corp. met and there will be a decision made by mid-March on what direction MYSA will take.  On a related note, Ray Robinson announced that we had terminated our agreement with Tellalian Associates and have suspended our capital campaign for the time being.

Constitution and bylaw changes

Dennis LaVersa suggested adding language regarding suspending members prior to a hearing, since the USYSA reorganization took the teeth out of the previous wording.

The issue of eliminating the position of Vice President of Instruction was raised. After lengthy discussion on the pros and cons, the suggestion was withdrawn.

All other proposed changes dealt with housekeeping or previously discussed and voted changes.

Financial Summary

A P&L statement was distributed to the board previously via email. Finances will be tight due to Packard’s termination of the sales agreement.

Old Business

1. Open action items

…Consult with leagues committee on adopting a policy for ADA compliance. > J. Nagle. Still open. Joe will produce a document that will be an outline of a process coaches and administrators can use when they come up with an ADA issue. Jim Gondek reported that Charlie Monoco reported USYS was experiencing similar difficulties in arriving at the proper wording.

…Establish a committee to evaluate the player priority list and report back to the board. > S. Bloom.  Sid stated he would have the committee formed by next meeting.

Sid reported the committee, consisting of himself as chair along with Ted Ritchie and Paul Irwin, has met and come up with a revision of the player priority list. The major change involves moving the ODP regional tournament from the #3 to #1 position, leaving State Cup as #2 and MTOC as #3. The revision will be finalized and presented to the board for approval.

New Business

1. We need a new publisher for the Bay Stater.

2. Ray Robinson reported on the Adidas workshop, He believes the USSF fee increase will be between $.50-. 75.

3. Thom Laine requested the minutes reflect ODP’s appreciation of Ray Robinson’s letter of encouragement.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:26 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller,

Secretary
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